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WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL
West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 8" April 2026

Clir Bennett - Chair Clir Ashton
Clir Cawley Clerk: Kim Duller
4 Members of the General Public

Public Forum: Simon Hooper, Chair of W&C Cricket Club, congratulated West Chinnock Football
Club for winning the recent cup final. Simon continued by confirming that after two
abandonments due to weather, the new cricket nets at the recreation ground would be put up
in the very near future. Simon also confirmed that the BBC are due to visit the recreation
ground on Wednesday, 29th April 2026, as part of the funding which the Barnaby Webber
Foundation had awarded to the Cricket Club. Details to follow.

Apologies for Absence: Clir Cockrem. (Previously noted.)

Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Ashton, Hinton St George, Parish Council, Merriott Parish
Council, and Somerset Council Member, National Farmers Union, National Association for
Shooting and Conservation and Somerset Rivers Authority. ii) Cllr Bennett, Playground
Committee. iii) Cllr Cawley, Allotments. Action: Clir Ashton explained he has stepped down
from Merriott Parish Council. He also confirmed his resignation from W&MC Parish Council.
The Chair thanked ClIr Ashton for his services as a Councillor to West & Middle Chinnock
Parish Council and wished him well in his future role.

To Approve and Sign as Correct, the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 11t March
2026: Resolved. All in Favour.

Matters Arising Not on Agenda: None

Somerset Council, Councillors’ Report: Clir Hewitson reported as follows: i) The Council
budget had been passed for another year. ii) Ham Hill Visitor Centre has a grand opening
scheduled for Thursday, 9t April 2026; Rangers are organising half-term events for children. iii)
Potholes: There has been a massive increase in pothole reports in the first two months of the
year due to water on roads. The Council is taking longer to fix potholes, but is working through
the backlog. Clir Hewitson encouraged continued reporting and escalation to him and Clir
Patrick if not actioned.

Planning:

a. Applications:

i) Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: Still no confirmation
as to whether the application will be included in the South Somerset Planning
Committee meeting, April 2026. Action: Clerk to keep the PC and residents
updated.

i) Application: Section 73 Determination Application Number: 26/00665/573.
Orchard Rise, East Lane, West Chinnock. Proposal: S73 application to vary condition
3 (materials) to allow the external surface of the extension to be a buff render in
relation to planning approval 2502901/HOU to demolish the existing conservatory
and erect a single-storey rear extension to the dwelling. The clerk confirmed the
application had been circulated to Councillors for review on 7.04.26. Cllr Griffiths
confirmed she had reviewed the application and explained that in her opinion, this
was a change to materials to be used on an already approved existing extension.
The Clerk agreed to organise an email review of the application by Councillors and
make a response on behalf of the Parish Council before the deadline date of 28t
April 2026.

b. Determinations: None
c. Planning Enforcement:
i) Smith’s Hill Development: Water run from the site: The Clerk has written to the
Highways team on behalf of the PC and residents to query why water from the site
is still being allowed to flow on to the Highway, instead of, as instructed by the



Highways team to the developer, to install a pipe into the drain to take the water
away. The Clerk confirmed an attempt by the developer to reduce the water flow
by placing large stones on the verge. The Clerk has suggested to the Highways team
that this is a Section 163 Highways Act breach. The Clerk has asked whether she
should report this to the planning enforcement officer. Action: Clerk will keep the
Parish Council Members and residents updated.

i) Pipe overflow, Scotts Way: The Clerk confirmed she had also separately consulted
the Highways team regarding their responsibility under Section 163 of the Highways
Act, on Scotts Way. The Highways team has responded by advising that if the PC can
identify the pipe owner and trace its origin, the Highways team will then investigate
using mapping/CCTV in an attempt to resolve the situation. Action: The Chair, Clir
Cawley and the Clerk to attempt to gather information from existing historic
maps.

26/1433 Finance:

a.

b.

To Pay Routine Invoices:
i) Clerks' Expenses: Qtr. 4 £44.00 Resolved. All in Favour
i) Wessex Water £226.00 for the Allotments. Resolved. All in Favour
iii) Clerk Holiday pay: 2025/26 Calculation £663.82 Gross. Resolved. All in Favour
iv) SSL Invoice 7t" April 2025, £296.79 Resolved. All in Favour: Cutting dates
confirmed. Action: Clerk to check the frequency of perimeter cutting and
strimming, as this was queried by NC and the PC.
Delegated Powers Payments,
i) Clerks’ Salary March 2026 £438.17: Resolved. All in Favour
ii) HMRC and NI March 2026, £117.72: Resolved. All in Favour.
iii) Payroll Qtr. 4 £40.35: Resolved. All in Favour

26/1434 Allotments:

a.

b.

The Clerk reported good attendance at the first meeting of allotment holders, with positive
engagement and feedback. A questionnaire had been circulated to all allotment holders to
help develop a baseline to build upon. The new simplified cultivation policy has been sent to
all allotment holders and was presented at the meeting. It is due to come into force on
01.04.2027. The existing statutory cultivation rules and regulations, as contained in the
allotment holders' tenancy agreement, are still in place. The Clerk confirmed the aim is to
work towards a self-management model by 01.04.2027. In the meantime, the Clerk will be
meeting with individual plot holders to discuss their plots on a rolling basis. Action: Clerk to
follow up with a face-to-face meeting with all plot holders who did not attend the
meeting, or who have not made any contact.

Waiting List: Currently, there is no waiting list. Vacancies to be posted on social media and
advertised in the Parish Magazine.

26/1435 Matters arising from 11t March Meeting 2026

a.

Community Playground Maintenance: Update from Neil Cochran. Unfortunately, there has
been no further feedback on confirmation of liability insurance. Discussions are ongoing
between the Academy Trust and the Community Playground Committee. Decision: If no
clarification is provided regarding liability, the playground will still have to remain closed,
including over the school holidays. Closure will remain until insurance responsibility is
confirmed.

Youth Goal Storage: No update. Action: NC to facilitate a meeting between the youth
football club committee upon return from the school holidays in mid-April.

Community Grant Update: The Clerk had spoken to a Somerset Community Foundation
Grant Advisor who had advised that all community organisations could apply, as each grant
application will be reviewed based on the criteria set out in the grant. The focus of the
grant is on community-wide benefit. Action: Clerk to support any local organisations
wishing to apply.

Parish Councillor Recruitment: Parish Councillor Recruitment remains a challenge.
Discussions included reaching out to local groups and organisations that the PC already
supports.



Action: Clerk to review Council-wide recruitment strategies, as well as to continue to
recruit via social media. Develop a comprehensive Parish Councillor recruitment strategy
targeting clubs and newer residents.

26/1436 Reports & Correspondence:

a.
b.
c.

Crisis Resilience Fund: Previously circulated to Councillors and posted on social media.
Temporary Road Closures: No further closures received.

Ham Hill Heritage: Several concerns have been raised regarding the Hamstone signage
being removed on Ham Hill and being replaced by inappropriate signage. (Non-heritage-
based) Cllr Hewitson confirmed the stones have been removed for cleaning and restoration
and will be replaced once the work has been carried out.

£5m Enhanced Maintenance Programme: Gully Clearance, Faded Road Markings, Broken
Signs and Overgrown Pathways: The Clerk had not been able to find any further
information on the budget which had been announced and how it is being distributed.
Action: Clerk to follow up with Clirs Hewitson and Patrick to ask how the PC can access
the funding.

Somerset Local Plan Timetable 8.04.2026: Notice of intent to commence a scoping
consultation (Pages 19 - 278). Previously circulated. Action: Clerk to ask for a simple
summary for Chris Booth from Crewkerne LCN.

LCN Update, including Highways: Clir Ashton reported: Transportation coordination
challenges were identified at the meeting. Discussion of transport improvements and bus-
train synchronisation took place. Bus operators claimed difficulty due to changing train
times. The train representative countered that train times haven't changed in 20 years.
Highways meeting feedback pending on village-specific issues. Action: Further follow-up is
still required on local PC level highways issues.

Assertion 10: Website Review: No further update.

Clerk Report by Exception: New Youth Club opened in Norton Sub Hamdon. The Clerk has
published on social media and a hard copy in the bus shelter.

Footpaths Update by Exception: Tricia Piper asked if more copies of the village walk book
could be printed and circulated. One specific path was highlighted as potentially blocked
and possibly unknown as a “footpath”. Clir Griffiths confirmed that both she and Danni had
checked the paths out previously, and there had been no obvious updates needed. Action:
The Clerk to liaise with ClIr Griffiths, who has the current master of the booklet, to
identify where the concerns raised by Tricia were. The Clerk will also contact the previous
PC Chair, who had organised the previous re-print, to see if he has the originals.

W&MC Annual Parish Meeting: Agree date & format: A discussion was held regarding the
format and approach for the upcoming Annual Parish Meeting. A decision was reached to
host the Annual Parish Meeting before the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on
Wednesday, May 13t 2026, at 7 pm. The format will include refreshments similar to the
previous year. Clerk to reach out to village groups and residents to attend planned events
despite membership overlap.

26/1437 Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday 13" May 2026 Agenda.

a. Agenda items, including Members' Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before Friday, 8th
May 2026.

Meeting closed at 8.30 pm

Wednesday 13th May 2026, Village Hall

Annual Parish Meeting 7 pm
Tea, coffee and cakes from 6.45 pm

All residents, local organisations, and Groups are welcome

Followed by

Annual Meeting of West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council 7.30 pm




