
WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 11th February 2026 
 

Cllr Bennett - Chair      Cllr Ashton   
 Cllr Cawley       Cllr Cockrem 

Clerk: Kim Duller     
8 Members of the General Public 

 
26/1402       Public Forum: No questions asked. 
26/1403       Apologies for Absence: None 
26/1404 Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Ashton, Hinton St George, Parish Council, Merriott Parish 

Council, and Somerset Council Member, National Farmers Union, National Association for 
Shooting and Conservation and Somerset Rivers Authority. ii) Cllr Bennett, Playground 
Committee. iii) Cllr Cawley, Allotments. 

,/1405 To Approve and Sign as Correct, the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 10th 
December 2025: Amendments as follows from internal auditor Neil Cochran: i) New 
playground. Equipment costs incorrectly stated VAT included. Supplier is not VAT registered. 
ii) Receipt of £200.00 not mentioned in the December 2025 Minutes. Monies received on 
12.11.2025.  Resolved.  All in Favour.  

26/1406 Matters Arising Not on Agenda: i) Resident request for additional signage at the bottom of 
Scott’s Way: It was discussed that the previous sign has been knocked down and is currently 
on a resident’s land. It was also noted that the post was damaged at the base. An insurance 
claim had been initiated, but this has been dropped. Action: Clerk to follow up with Cllr 
Ashton to establish if a claim is still possible and if the LA should be involved. ii) A new 
youth club has opened in Norton Sub Hamdon. Action: Clerk to contact the organiser and 
promote in West & Middle Chinnock if the club can be accessed by other local villages. 

26/1407 Somerset Council, Councillors’ Report: Councillors Hewitson & Patrick had sent apologies. 
Newsletter previously circulated.  

26/1408 Planning:   
a. Applications:  

i) Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: The application is 
now going to the Area South Planning Committee. Residents and the Parish 
Council will be able to present their specific planning concerns to the committee 
meeting. There has been no confirmation on whether the application will be 
discussed at the February or March meeting. Whilst the focus of the 
amendments is currently on the adoption of the interior road to meet highways 
standards, the PC stressed that other planning concerns previously raised 
relating to conservation impact, density and rainwater drainage should be part of 
any further response. Action: Residents are encouraged to review the newly 
amended plans on the Somerset planning portal. 

ii) 26/00227/TCA Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to No 4 
trees within the conservation area. One, Thatched Cottages, Higher Street, 
West Chinnock, TA18 7QA: For information only. 

b. Determinations: None 
c. Planning Enforcement:  

i) Smith’s Hill Development: Query regarding unlawful felling of trees: The Clerk 
had met with the Tree Officer, who confirmed he had conducted a tree-by-tree 
review; tree preservation orders had been placed on several trees; replacement 
planting had been completed where trees had been removed by the developer. 
The Tree Officer explained a number of issues had occurred due to the lack of a 
tree officer being in post. Parish Councillors had received a written report from 



the Clerk. Action: Watching brief.  
ii) Query regarding water run-off from the development: A meeting with Lee 

Norman from the Highways team, Cllr Ashton, the Clerk, and Keith Dodge took 
place on 15.12.25. Water was rushing from the land onto Hollowell Hill as a 
result of a convergence of springs on the site and then running through a pipe 
installed by the developer. This contravened the original plans, where water 
should soak away on the site and not place additional pressure and exacerbate 
the water flow into the river. The situation had worsened following the building 
of a large wall. Highways has advised the developer that he can join the pipe 
work directly into the main drain. The Highways department will monitor the 
works and ensure they meet building regs. Action: Review original soakaway 
plans, working closely with the Highways team and the enforcement team. The 
LA has confirmed additional capacity for the enforcement team. It was noted 
that a similar site in a neighbouring village has been refused planning permission 
because of the lack of soakaways on the site. 

26/1409          Finance: 
a. Precept 2026/27: The Parish Council has decided not to increase the precept due to cost 

of living increases impacting residents and the anticipated 5 to 7.99% request being 
made by Somerset LA. Payment will now be received in two instalments rather than one. 

b. Quarter 3 Accounts Approved: Internal audit confirmed as compliant and satisfactory by 
Neil Cochran, noting the following i) CPRE standing order paperwork now confirmed and 
on file. ii) New baby swing for the Rec, monies ring fenced, order to be made in the 
spring when the weather improves. Iii) £200.00 received for Broadstone Farm on 
12.11.2025. Accounts Approved. Resolved. All in Favour. 

c. To Pay Routine Invoices:  
i) Clerks’ Expenses Quarter 3: ICO annual charge. £52.00 Printer depreciation 

£20.00 and December hall heating £8.00. Total £80.00 Resolved, All in Favour.  
d. Delegated Powers Payments, 

i) Clerks’ Salary December 2025 £438.17: Resolved. All in Favour 
ii) Clerks’ Salary January 2026 £438.17: Resolved. All in Favour 
iii) HMRC and NI December 2025, £117.92: Resolved. All in Favour.  
iv) HMRC and NI January 2026, £117.72: Resolved. All in Favour.  

To note: 20p difference in HMRC demand. Action: Clerk to query with payroll. 
  26/1410 Allotments:  

a. The Chair explained that the Parish Council had become increasingly concerned about 
the lack of clear oversight of allotments and the need to modernise. In order to do this, 
the Chair proposed that the Clerk be appointed as the Parish Council Allotment Officer. 
The Parish Council would step back from direct control, but maintain an oversight. There 
would be no additional cost, as the role would be undertaken voluntarily; however, 
reviewed. The long-term goal would be for the allotments to have a self-managing 
committee which would work in partnership with the Parish Council.  
The aim of the role will be to: 
▪ Work alongside and in partnership with the tenants 
▪ Act as liaison between Parish Council and allotment holders. 
▪ Review processes, rules, and enforcement. 
▪ Work with the National and South West Regional arm of the Allotment Society. 
▪ Existing legislation relating to national cultivation standards is under discussion with 

the National Allotment Society. 
▪ Streamline administration and review the inspection process 
Proposed by the Chair, seconded by Cllr Ashton. Resolved. All in Favour.  
 
 



b. Downsizing of a plot: A discussion was held relating to a plot holder reducing workload; 
a gradual reduction (quarter plot this year, possibly another quarter next year). The 
Chair explained that due to the irregularity and complexity of the current plot sizes, Kim 
would need to be involved in her new role to confirm and verify any changes made to 
plot measurements. As part of her new role, Kim will visit the allotments to review plot 
sizes as part of an allotment plan. 

c. Communication: All Allotment tenants will be invited to a meeting in the spring to learn 
about the new arrangements. 

  26/1411  Matters arising from 10th December 2025 meeting:  
a. Registration of Interests: Registration issues now resolved, and the PC is compliant. 
b. Changes to Election Costs, including 2027 election: The PC must pay approximately 50% 

of costs for area elections, estimated at £1,500. If a contested election for Parish 
Councillors were to be called, the approximate cost would be £2-3K. 

c. LCNs: No recent LCN meeting. Chris Booth has taken over as the Somerset LA Officer of 
the Group, and has been incredibly proactive with informative briefings; however, poor 
attendance at meetings was noted. 

d. Parish Councillor Recruitment: No new applicants. Recruitment remains an issue. 
e. Community Playground Maintenance: Update from Neil Cochran. The Rocker 

replacement part has been fitted. No invoice has yet been received from the school. The 
School/Council inspectors have identified rot in the climbing frame. The school is 
awaiting the official report to determine the extent of the damage. The structure is 
estimated to date from the early-mid 2000s (approx. 20+ years old). Discussions are 
ongoing regarding potential repair vs replacement; the possibility to order replacement 
timber sections, as well as the manufacturer’s bespoke parts. Safety is a priority 
however, consideration is being given to temporary taping-off before half-term. A 
further engineering review is planned. 

f. Youth Goal Storage Area: Update from Neil Cochran.  The old shed has been removed 
and the contents disposed of. The proposed new shed location contains a self-seeded 
elder tree, which the club would like to remove. The Parish Council agreed to this as long 
as it was an elder and not a protected species. Resolved. All in Favour. 

g. CIL: Carry forward to next meeting. 
26/1412           Reports & Correspondence: 

a. Assertion 10: Cllr Griffiths gave an update.  The Parish Council must confirm the 
following as part of Assertion 10. i) Robust data protection measures, digital governance 
(emails and domains), ii) data protection, iii) Website Accessibility and iv) IT policy in 
place. Recommendations included i) Emails: The Parish Council move to a council -
owned domain (e.g., .gov.uk). Benefits: This will limit exposure during Freedom of 
Information or Subject Access Requests and will keep Parish Council business separate 
from personal accounts. Approximate cost: similar to current website hosting. 
Government funding previously available (no longer free). ii) Website Accessibility: This 
must comply with accessibility standards (screen readers, etc.). The current site is a 
village website, not a solely parish site. Options to consider going forward: Separate 
parish council site or keep the combined site, but ensure compliance. iii) IT Policy: Cllr 
Griffiths confirmed that the proposed policy had been circulated. The policy is based on 
the national recommended template and adapted for West & Middle Chinnock Parish 
Council Resolved. All in Favour.  Action: Clerk to carry out further investigation into 
domain suppliers (government-approved list available) and to consider the need for 
ongoing IT support, not just setup.  

b. Councillor Training: The Clerk advised she could arrange training for Assertion 10 if any 
Councillors would be interested.  

c. Community Grant, Somerset Community Foundation (SCF): The clerk outlined details of 
a £5000.00 grant available from SCF called the “Stronger Communities” fund. The fund 



aims to strengthen communities and is subject to specific criteria. The focus is on 
bringing the communities together. Action: Clerk to publish further information on 
social media and to local organisations. The clerk also mentioned the Clarks charity 
funding for local communities, which might be a source of funds for play equipment. 
The clerk offered to help support any community groups with applications. An idea for 
a hearing loop was suggested by a resident for the village hall. The clerk offered to talk 
to the village hall committee and assess whether the funding under the “Stronger 
Communities” grant would meet the criteria. 

d. Defibrillators – Current in the Village: The Clerk had circulated a Defibrillator proposal 
to Councillors. The Clerk reported the defibrillators have been used between 6 and 10 
times since first being installed, explaining that this does not necessarily mean a shock 
has been issued. It was proposed that the PC take over financial responsibility for 
maintenance going forward, including the purchase of new pads and any other costs. 
Estimated annual cost: £300–£400. Existing funds from the community fundraising 
account will be transferred to the Parish Council. Jane Naughton has kindly agreed to 
remain as an advocate for the defibrillators, including keeping the equipment up to date 
and liaising with emergency services. Any maintenance costs will be requested directly 
from the Parish Council for payment. A separate budget code has been created for the 
defibrillators. Resolved. All in Favour. Action: Clerk to raise awareness in the 
community as to where the defibrillators are located, as it was noted there had been a 
number of new residents since the defibrillators were first installed.  

e. Flooding in Somerset, Local Response: There have been several local flooding & 
community resilience events organised by Somerset Rivers Authority and the 
Environment agency which the Clerk has publicised and are hosted in local villages. 
There was no attendance from any West & Middle Chinnock residents. The Clerk 
explained she had regularly updated social media with advice from the LA during the 
recent storms, alongside Cllrs Patrick and Hewitson. 

f. Potholes and Road Maintenance: General frustration amongst residents was noted 
and is constantly being fed back. The Clerk confirmed that major routes (e.g., A356) 
are currently being prioritised over village roads, explaining that villages such as 
West & Middle Chinnock with multiple village exits reduced prioritisation. Action: 
The Parish Council will continue to liaise closely with the Highways team to find 
solutions to the current local crisis, which is a reflection of the national situation. 

g. Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) – Dog Fouling: Cllr Cockrem gave an overview 
explaining that the previous South Somerset PSPO has expired and a New 
consolidated Somerset-wide PSPO is being proposed. This will include dog fouling as 
an offence, dogs not on leads (when directed), anti-social behaviour and drinking in 
public places. The consultation period is open until 20th March 2026. Areas can now 
have the potential to be designated as dog-free and dogs on leads only, however, 
supported by evidence. Local Position in West & Middle Chinnock: The PC believes 
the Rec is generally well-managed, and minimal dog fouling has been reported 
recently. Whilst the PC acknowledged that enforcement remains challenging, the PC 
does not currently propose changes. 

h. Temporary Road Closures: All notified via social media, the PC FB and community 
website pages. 

i. Potholes Recreation Ground: Filled by Cllr Cawley. It was noted that this 
maintenance is possible as the land is owned by the Parish Council. 

j. Clerk Report by Exception: All items covered during the meeting. 
k. Footpaths Update by Exception: Nothing to report. 
l. Cricket Club Engagement: The new Chair of the local cricket club introduced himself, 

Simon xxxx. He explained he was keen to work collaboratively with the Parish 
Council, focusing on Youth engagement, community sport development and 



potential grant collaboration.  The Chair thanked Simon on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 

26/1413      Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday 11th March 2026 Agenda.  
a. Agenda items, including Members' Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before    
Friday, 6th March 2026. 

Meeting closed at 8.42 pm 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 11th March 2026 
 

7.30 pm, Village Hall, West Chinnock 

 

 


