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WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 
 

Cllr Bennett - Chair   Cllr Cockrem – Deputy Chair   
Cllr Griffiths     
Clerk: Kim Duller     
2 Members of the General Public 
 

26/1465       Public Forum: i) Report of drain at junction of Ridgeway and Layne Terrace overflowing 
during recent heavy rain. (NV). The Chair advised NV to report on the Somerset Council 
“Report a problem on the road” website using the mapping tool. NV also reported the drain 
by the school as being blocked. The Chair explained this had previously been reported. ii) 
Pipe/drain, Scotts Way: Clerk to follow up with Wessex Water. 

26/1466        Apologies for Absence: Cllr Cawley not in attendance. Apology not received. 
26/1467 Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Bennett, Playground Committee.   
26/1468 To Approve and Sign as Correct the Minutes from the Annual Parish Council Meeting, 13th 

May 2026. Resolved.  All in Favour.  
26/1469 Matters Arising Not on Agenda: Fortunes Well Development. Water Pressure and Tree 

Preservation Order Concerns: i) Water: The Clerk reported that she had contacted Brian 
Trust regarding concerns about the already low water pressure on Higher Street and the 
potential impact of the Fortunes Well development. The PC advised residents to raise their 
concerns directly with Wessex Water, as the Parish Council had been informed by Ward 
Members that the planning officer had received two reports from the Water Board stating 
that there were no concerns about water pressure. ii) Tree Preservation Orders: The Clerk 
had contacted the tree officer who confirmed there were no TPOs on the site. The tree 
officer confirmed he will conduct a tree inspection.  

26/1470 Planning:   
a. Applications:  

i) Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: A discussion took place on the 
status of the application and the risks posed by upcoming government plans. It was 
confirmed no committee date has been set yet. The planning officer has corresponded with 
developers; the entrance road will now be built to an adoptable standard, and the gradient 
of the entrance slope has been reduced. Cllr Hewitson confirmed the committee chair has 
indicated the application should go to committee; however, the officer may consider putting 
it back out to consultation. It was noted that government planning reforms coming into 
effect in October 2026, will delegate "minor" applications to officers, removing community 
and councillor input. Also noted if the officer delays via re-consultation, the application may 
fall under the new delegated regime, bypassing the committee entirely. The PC also 
highlighted remaining concerns including visibility, traffic, trees, and remaining conservation 
issues. Action: Cllr Hewitson to continue keep the PC updated on whether the application 

will go to committee. 
b. Determinations: None.  
c. Planning Enforcement:  

i) Smith’s Hill Development:  The PC agreed no further action with  highways or the 
enforcement officer regarding the discharge of water onto the highway.  

ii) Scotts Way, Closure: Expected closure of the road for 2 weeks to carry out 
maintenance to the riverbank. Action: Clerk to query date of commencement of 
works. 

iii) Land on Hollowell Hill: The Parish Council concluded that no planning permission is 
required for the agricultural building which was being extended on the land at 
Hollowell Hill.  
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26/1471           Finance: 
a. Publication of Annual Accounts for Inspection: Actioned from 3rd June 2026, posted in 

the bus shelter and on the Parish Council section of the W&MC community website. 
b. To Pay SLL Invoice SLL36878 £358.37: Being queried with supplier relating to number of 

cuts at Allotments.  
c. To Pay SALC Invoice: £274.75. Clerk to circulate instructions to Councillors on how to 

access SALC and NALC. Resolved. All in Favour. 
d. To Pay Any Routine or Previously Agreed Invoices: 

i. Community Playground 50% share of maintenance, via grant, £374.74: 
Resolved. All in Favour. Clerk to check the bank account details of the 
playground committee, as a new account had been opened. 

ii. Clear Councils Insurance Policy 2026/27: £748.85 (Previously resolved May 
2026, 26/1460.f) 

e. Delegated Powers Payments and Previously Agreed Invoices:  
i) Clerk’s Salary May 2026:  £438.17 Resolved. All in Favour. 
ii) HMRC PAYE May 2026: £117.72: Resolved. All in Favour. 

26/1472 Allotments:  
i. Update: All current vacant plots are expected to be fully taken up by the end of 

June 2026. Regular visits to the allotments are taking place, listening to 
suggestions and feedback from plot holders. Working in partnership with plot 
holders, a self-inspection cultivation process is to be introduced. The Parish 
Council will work with those plot holders who are not actively cultivating or 
meeting cultivation standards. Weed suppressant storage solution to be 
discussed outside of PC meeting. 

ii. Youth Shelter: It was confirmed that cleaning had been undertaken by the PC. A 
discussion was held as to whether the shelter should be decommissioned. It was 
agreed it should. Materials required (plywood sheet and thunderbolts). £100.00 
budget agreed. Action: Cllrs Bennett, Cockrem, and Cawley. Resolved All in 

Favour. 
26/1473 Matters arising from 13th May 2026 meeting:  

a. Recreation Ground Insurance: Discussion focused on whether sports clubs using the 
recreation ground have adequate public liability insurance. Action: All users of the 
recreation ground to have public liability for any equipment on the recreation ground. 
All recreation ground users are to provide insurance details to Clerk. Clerk to review 
with the PC’s insurer, Clear Council. 

b. Children’s Baby Swing: Action: To be installed at the recreation ground. Cllrs Bennett 
and Cawley to organise. 

c. Security at the Recreation Ground: Discussion focused on access to the locked 
recreation ground during the temporary closure period. Action: Padlock code not to be 
shared publicly. Review closure after 2 weeks.  

26/1474           Reports & Correspondence: 
a. Waste Bins and Grounds Maintenance: Discussion on reducing the number of waste bins 

to reduce costs. Councillors agreed to remove the dog waste bin at the recreation ground 
and label the remaining wooden bin as “dual purpose” dog waste and litter. Action: 
Councillors to organise removal of dog waste bin and order new signage. Recreation 
club and event organisers to be asked to take their own recyclable waste away. 

b. . Gov, Clerks Email: Set up, but not yet fully operational. Clerk waiting for confirmation 
and further instructions. 

c. Assertion 10, Current Community Website Compliance: Discussion on Accessibility 
Statement. An accessibility statement to be added to the Parish Council website as “work 
in progress” whilst a review of the website is taking place. Decision on whether to 
continue with a village-wide website or Parish Council only website deferred. Further 
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discussion is required among councillors & clerk. West & Middle Chinnock community 
website access and traffic data are to be investigated before any spending decision. 
Action: Councillors and Clerk 

d. Local Community Networks: No information to report. 
e. Clerk Report: All items covered on the agenda. 
f. Drains, Potholes, and Hedges: Potholes on Hollowell Hill have been filled. 
g. Footpaths: No information to report. 
h. Special Extraordinary Meeting, West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council: The Chair, Cllr 

Bennett proposed an informal session for Councillors to review what the Parish Council 
should and should not be doing and where to invest effort, given the reduced number of 
councillors. Any decisions arising from the session will be brought to a formal Parish 
Council meeting. Action: Brainstorming session to be arranged in the near future to 
include Councillors and Clerk. 

26/1475           Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday, 8th July 2026 Agenda.  
a. Agenda items, including Members’ Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before Friday, 

3rd July 2026.  
Meeting closed 8.10pm 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 8th July 2026 
 

7.30 pm, Village Hall, West Chinnock 
 


