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WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL
West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 11t March 2026

Cllr Bennett - Chair Cllr Ashton
Clir Cawley Cllr Cockrem
Clerk: Kim Duller

5 Members of the General Public

Public Forum: i) Youth Shelter at the allotments, concerns raised: Members noted ongoing
issues, including increased rubbish, evidence of fire damage, and use of the area for drinking
and possible vandalism. It was acknowledged that the site cannot be closed, and whilst
open, issues may continue. Reporting to local police PCSO was suggested, along with
clearing the site and monitoring recurrence. It was also noted that concerns had been raised
regarding antisocial behaviour relating to some youths in the village, with recent incidents
discussed. Action: Clerk, to report concerns to the local police PCSO and arrange a
meeting. NV to collect weekly photographic evidence for four weeks, and after incidents,
send it to the Clerk, who can share it with the PC and PCSO. ii) Pipe on Scott’s Way
discharging water: No update. Action: Clerk to chase. iii) Youth Cricket Club Update from
Simon Hooper: Members noted that a structured committee is now in place with defined
roles. New cricket nets, funded by the Barney Weber Foundation, are scheduled for
installation on Sunday, 22 March, weather permitting. Clerk to advise SLL. Simon requested
that if there are any queries relating to the Youth Cricket Club, they be passed directly to
Simon.

Apologies for Absence: None.

Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Ashton, Hinton St George, Parish Council, Merriott Parish
Council, and Somerset Council Member, National Farmers Union, National Association for
Shooting and Conservation and Somerset Rivers Authority. ii) Clir Bennett, Playground
Committee. iii) Clir Cawley, Allotments.

To Approve and Sign as Correct, the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 11t
February 2026: Amendments as follows: i) NV disputed the Minute relating to National
Cultivation Standards on the 11.02.2026 Agenda as not being the original published Agenda
item 8.a. National Cultivation Standards Update. Members acknowledged this; however,
they agreed that the Minutes were an accurate summary of the discussion held. ii) Neil
Cochran advised that item 26/1411 from the previous Minutes should read

new goal storage location, not new shed. Resolved. All in Favour.

Matters Arising Not on Agenda: i) Precept increase announced by Somerset Council, 4.99%
Somerset Council, Councillors’ Report: Councillors Hewitson & Patrick did not attend.
Apologies not received. Newsletter previously circulated. Items from Newsletter: Hendford
Hill only partially open due to ongoing safety concerns; SEND White Paper Published;
Boundary review completed; Octagon Theatre, £15million refurbishment budget agreed.
Planning:

a. Applications:

Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: Still not gone to Committee,
not listed on the South Somerset Planning March Committee agenda. Possibly April (date
uncertain). Action: Clerk to keep the PC and residents updated. Residents are encouraged
to review the newly amended plans on the Somerset planning portal.

b. Determinations: None

c. Planning Enforcement:

Smith’s Hill Development: i) Query regarding unlawful felling of trees: A complaint had
been received about tree felling in the rookery area; initial checks by the SC Tree Officer
suggest trees remain, with further inspection planned.
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Action: Clerk to keep PC updated. ii) A damaged branch overhanging the road on Smiths
Hill has been photographed and reported to the Clerk. Clerk to establish ownership and
liaise with the land owner regarding maintenance. iii) Water run from the site: The Clerk
reported a lack of feedback from Council. Action Clerk to follow up. Members noted that
enforcement is not statutory, and as a result, concerns include drainage, road safety, and
delays from planning and highways authorities are increasing. It was felt that rural
communities' planning enforcement was being ignored.

Finance:
a. To Pay Routine Invoices: None
b. Delegated Powers Payments,
i) Clerks’ Salary February 2026 £438.17: Resolved. All in Favour
ii) HMRC and NI February 2026, £117.92: Resolved. All in Favour.
iii) Payroll Qtr. 3 £37.35: Resolved. All in Favour
Allotments:
a. Clerk Update: The Clerk explained that two briefing sessions had been organised for

allotment holders to include i) The new cultivation policy. ii) Gather ideas and
suggestions from tenants. iii) Give details of how an annual plan for 26/27 will be
developed and a longer-term (5-year plan). The aim is to move towards a self-managed
committee, gradually. 50% of tenants have so far signed up for the meetings. Actions:
Non-attendees to the meetings will receive an invitation to a 1:1 meeting. Individual
plans to be created for plots not meeting cultivation standards in partnership with
tenants.

Matters arising from 11t February Meeting 2026

a.

C.

d.
e.

Community Playground Maintenance: Update from Neil Cochran. i) Climbing frame
condition: Ageing (22—-23 years old), some worn woodwork, no immediate safety risks.
ii) Latest Inspection report: Confirms minor issues which can be addressed in the next
maintenance cycle. iii) Other equipment: No issues. iv) Invoicing Query: The school has
not yet been invoiced for their share of replacement equipment. If no invoice is
received, payment will not be made this financial year, and the funds will return to the
budget. v) Potential insurance issue identified: There is uncertainty regarding the
insurance status of the playground. It was agreed that NC would engage with the school
and academy trust to clarify responsibility. The Clerk will contact the PC insurer for
advice and speak to other councils/trusts for comparable arrangements. Decision: If no
clarification is provided regarding liability, the playground will be closed. Closure will
remain until insurance responsibility is confirmed.

Youth Goal Storage: No update. Temporary storage suggestions were made, but were
not considered feasible due to safety concerns.

Community Grant Update: Clerk to liaise with a Somerset Community Foundation Grant
Advisor and report back.

CIL: Carry forward to next meeting.

Parish Councillor Recruitment: No update.

Reports & Correspondence:

a.

LCN Update, including Highways: The Clerk confirmed there was ongoing engagement
with highways representatives. The current focus of the LCN highways committee is
major routes, not villages. The Clerk explained the need to find the names of the key
contacts who have direct authority to make decisions. This will also include the need for
village representation on the highways committee, in order to escalate Scott’s Way.
Action: i) Clerk and Clir Ashton to request that village issues be raised at the
committee level. ii) Clerk to ask Chris Booth, new LCN lead, to attend a Parish Council
meeting (April/May). iii) Clerk to follow up on additional £5 million funding which has
been released for gully clearing, as concerns have been raised that this will be
absorbed into Town Council budgets.



b. Somerset Council Confirmation of Council Tax Increase: Reported under item 26/1419

c. Price Increase Somerset Landscapes, Grass Cutting: A small price increase noted.
Resolved. All in Favour. Due to the potential of additional works, the Clerk
recommended continuing with the current contractor until a review of the allotments
has been carried out and a specification agreed upon.

d. Assertion 10: Website Review: The Clerk updated the PC and confirmed 29 providers
have been reviewed and a shortlist created. Options include a full rebuild or a hybrid
approach.

e. Clerk Report by Exception: i) Somerset Cycleways: The PC has no in-house expertise to
support the consultation; however, it will keep residents updated. ii) Health and well-
being survey circulated. iii) Temporary Road Closures: No significant updates (aside
from A303 closures). iv) Waste collection: Changes at Easter to be communicated when
published. v) Potholes: It was discussed that there was continued frustration with
reporting and repairs. Some repairs have been completed, but inconsistencies have
been noted. Reports suggest that works completed are not always reflected in official
lists. The Clerk also explained a disconnect between reported, recorded, and completed
works. The Clerk also explained there was difficulty tracking reported potholes and that
Somerset Council were unable to provide a filtered list due to system limitations. Clerk
to ask residents to provide reference numbers from reports. Clerk to use reference
numbers when escalating to the highways team.

f. Footpaths Update by Exception: Nothing to report.

26/1425 Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday 8" April 2026 Agenda.
a. Agenda items, including Members' Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before
Friday, 3™ April 2026.

Meeting closed at 8.20 pm

Next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 8" April 2026

7.30 pm, Village Hall, West Chinnock




