
 

 

WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Wednesday May 6th May 2020 
Virtual Meeting 

 
 Cllr Bennett - Chair    Cllr Patrick     
 Cllr Coleman – Vice Chair   Cllr Tinkley      

Cllr Griffiths 
       Clerk: Kim Duller 
       2 Members of the General Public 

         
Public Forum: Neil Cochran queried why the Recreation grass had not been cut. The Chair explained that 
the most recent grass cut had been cancelled to discourage participation “games”, in particular over the 
bank holiday weekend. A cut has been planned for straight after the BHW. The Chair advised that regular 
reviews are being taken. 
 
20/676 Election of Chair: The meeting was opened by Deputy Chair, Cllr Coleman who asked if 

there were any new nominees for Chairman. There were none. Cllr Bennett was proposed 
as Chair by Cllr Griffiths and seconded by Cllr Patrick. The vote was carried unanimously. 

20/677 Election of Vice Chair: Cllr Coleman was proposed as Vice Chair by Cllr Tinkley and seconded 
by Cllr Griffiths. The vote was carried unanimously. 

20/678 Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer: Kim Duller, the Clerk was proposed by Cllr 
Coleman and seconded by Cllr Griffiths. The vote was carried unanimously. 

20/679 ROI forms and Acceptance Forms for Members: Normally circulated and signed at the May 
meeting; these will be sent to Members for signature during lockdown via email. Members 
to return to the Clerk, via email.  It was noted there were some outstanding queries from 
the 2019/20 forms. The Clerk will liaise with relevant Members.  

20/680 Apologies for Absence: Cllr Cawley. Cllr Cawley is unable to access virtual meetings as he 
does not have the necessary technology. Clerk/Chair to review. 

20/681 Declarations of Interest: Cllr’s Bennett and Coleman and the Clerk, Recreation Ground 
Development Committee. The Clerk, legal transfer of the Recreation Ground. Cllr Patrick, 
SSDC Councillor. Clerk/Chair to review declarations of interest protocol with regards to 
Members who sit on village committees. 

20/682 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2020. Amendments: 
Internal Auditor Report: i) No invoice for Battens £750.00 payment had been received, 
although the payment had been passed. Clerk confirmed she was waiting for a receipt as 
this was money held on account for searches for the Recreation Ground. ii) Minute missing 
for planning training. The Clerk explained the Minute had been made in the October 2019 
PC meeting and the reason the actual payment of £60.00 appeared to be late was due to 
the training being cancelled and re-organised at a later date. iii) Cllr Patrick. 20/668: Request 
to clarify that SCC owns hedge to hedge (to include the road surface and any grass verges), 
whereas the hedges are the responsibility of the private land owners.  Remaining Minutes 
agreed as being a true record of the meeting. Minutes cannot be signed due to lockdown. 
To be signed after lockdown lifted. 

20/683 County Councillors Report: i) Cllr Keating had sent apologies. The Clerk confirmed the SCC 
monthly update had been circulated. ii) A356 roadwork’s will be starting this week. iii) Any 
feedback should be sent to Cllr Keating via the Clerk. iv) The Chair requested a joint 
response from the PC to the lorry/trailer road accident on the sharp and dangerous bend 
going south towards Crewkerne where the concrete kerb is in place. The PC had previously 
raised concerns regarding the concrete and the likelihood of future accidents. 

 
 



 

 

 
20/684 SSDC Councillors Report: i) Clerk has previously circulated. ii) Cllr Patrick has a list of small 

businesses which would be eligible for the COVID-19 small business grant but is unable to 
circulate the list. (Cllr Patrick is checking to see if he is able to use the information to contact 
businesses). iv) Cllr Patrick thanked the community for their response to the COVID-19 
lockdown. v) Any feedback or comments to SSDC Cllr Patrick.  

20/685 a. Planning Applications: None  
b. Applications since Time of the Agenda: None 
c. Determinations since Time of the Agenda: None 
d. Planning Enforcement: 

i) Land at Smiths Hill: Cllr Patrick confirmed there had been a number of responses 
from residents who were concerned. Some of these have been addressed and 
compromises made. There are still a number of concerns outstanding which Cllr 
Patrick is following up as SSDC Councillor. 
ii) Applegarth: Still waiting for a response from SSDC. 

e. Planning Issues Raised: 
i) Land Clearance at Duckpool Lane: Land clearance had taken place in February. 
Watching brief by PC as and when a planning application is submitted. 
ii) Any Reported since Time of the Agenda: Hollowell Hill Development, queries 
raised regarding recent structures and solar panels. The Chair asked for Jonathan 
Naughton to feedback formally to Cllr Tinkley who would query enforcement and for 
JN to also report direct to SSDC planning. Clerk to be kept copied in. 

20/686             Finance: 
a. Approval of Qtr. 4 Accounts: Inspected by Internal Auditor, approved with the exception 

of the matters noted in the changes to Minutes of PC Meeting 04.03.20. Also noted the 
paying in book was not with the accounts and therefore had not been inspected, 
however all entries tallied. It was resolved to approve the Qtr. 4 accounts. All in favour. 

b. Revised Protocol for Agreement of Annual Accounts: Clerk and Internal Auditor working 
together on these. Hopeful that revised guidance will let the accounts be signed at June 
Meeting. Statutory date for general public consultation and period of inspection 
extended to September 2020. (Normally the end of July). 

c. Somerset Landscapes Payment Update: All outstanding payments made as agreed in 
the March Meeting. 

d. Nat West Online Banking Update: Cllr Coleman reported she had received paperwork 
relating to the online banking. Cllr Bennett had not. So far the process has taken 8 
weeks. 

e. To Pay the Clerk £75.00 Compensation as Awarded by Nat West Bank in Regard to 
Poor Customer Service: It was resolved to pay the Clerk £75.00 which had been paid 
into the PC’s NAT West current account (specifically for the Clerk) as compensation. All 
in favour. 

f. Paid by Delegated Powers during Lockdown: (When April meeting should have been 
held). It should be noted cheque for the grant for the community bench has not been 
issued. The grant for the village hall cheque has been issued but not cashed. The Clerk to 
speak to Brian Trust regarding bench design – in liaison with Cllr Coleman. 

i) Clerks Salary Qtr 4: £815.57 
ii) PAYE Qtr 4: £203.80 (HMRC bill calculated by Cox and Co payroll company) 
iii) Clerks Qtr 4 Expenses £250.73 
iv) Wessex Water: £177.00 Allotments Water Bill 1.04.20-31.03.21 
v) Village Hall Invoice: £125.00 

g. To Pay Any Outstanding or Previously Agreed Invoices: 
i) Somerset Landscapes: Clerk querying whether the invoice included 2 recreation 
ground cuts: All agreed to pay current invoice and if there were queries in May, to 
address them then. 



 

 

 
20/687  Allotments: 

a. The Chair advised that the PC should be ensuring that Allotment holders are adhering to 
government advice. The Clerk and Chair were both satisfied that social distancing was 
taking place and being able to keep the Allotments open was important. The Clerk 
confirmed she had spoken to Jenny Coman and that Allotment holders were all taking 
the necessary precautions. Cllr Patrick commented that he thought it was really positive 
that the PC had decided to keep the Allotments open, as there had been a number of 
closures across South Somerset. 

b. The National Allotment Society has contacted the Clerk and confirmed that all Allotment 
owners should be writing to Allotment tenants to confirm that inspections will still take 
place, after lockdown. The Clerk has agreed with Jenny Coman to put a notice on the 
Gate regarding inspection. 

c. Rent Review 2021/22: Carried forward. To be postponed until the June meeting. 
d. Allotment Hedge: Carried Forward. Has been cut by Raymond Bailey. Clerk waiting for 

invoice. 
19/688  Matters arising from the March 2020Meeting: 

a. Purchase of the Recreation Ground: No further progress on searches as SSDC is not 
responding to queries from the PC solicitor. Battens has advised that it is costly for them 
to keep chasing and so far £300.00 has been charged, which Battens is reducing to 
£200.00 as a matter of goodwill. Action: The Clerk has asked for all correspondence 
with SSDC to be forwarded to her and she will pursue via SSDC Cllr Patrick, the Ward 
District Councillor. 

b. Pot Holes Self-Maintenance: C/F to after lockdown. 
c. Grill Over Well, Higher Street: C/F to after lockdown. 
d. Riverbank Collapse, Bow Bridge: No further news. C/F to after lockdown. 
e. Fires on the Recreation Ground: Mr Cochran has spoken to the Chair of the Recreation 

Ground Committee. 
f. Waste Bin Middle Chinnock: C/F to after lockdown. Cllr Patrick commented that he has 

seen a lot of dog mess since he has been walking around the villages during lockdown. 
g. Email Set up, IT and GDPR Review: C/F to after lockdown. 
h. VE Day 75th Anniversary: Virtual events have been organised by various groups and 

individuals, all which have been well received. 
i. Police Visit to Parish Council: C/F to after lockdown. It was however noted that there 

had been a police presence in the village. 
j. Yarlington Land Purchase: C/F to after lockdown. 
k. Recreation Ground Development : C/F to after lockdown. 
l. Corona Virus Feedback: 

i)     Local Response: Cllr Patrick responded. Very positive community response 
demonstrating how the community has pulled together during a crisis. 

ii)     National Response: Clerk confirmed she has been circulating national and local 
responses. 

iii) Direct legislative impact on PC: Mainly legislative amendments due to lockdown, 
including delegated powers, end of year reporting, access to finance, emergency 
funding and the introduction of powers for virtual meetings. Concerns being debated 
at national level regarding “individual” interpretation of legislation not consistent. 

iv) Recreation Ground: Already discussed during Public Forum. Currently it will remain 
locked to vehicles at the river entrance gate, with access only for walkers. 

v)   Concerns raised at local level: Concerns raised by residents that there were an 
increased number of visitors to the villages, who under government guidance should 
not have been travelling to the area. All agreed the PC cannot “police” this. 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
19/689              Reports & Correspondence: 

a. Highways and Drains Standing Item: Cllr Bennett confirmed thata number of 
potholes have been marked, however there is no confirmation as to whether these will 
be filled whilst we are in lock down. Liaison with SCC and SSDC remains positive. 

b. Bow Bridge Collapse: Something has hit the bridge. SCC has inspected and advised it is 
safe for the time being. Works will take place when they are able to schedule in, 
however may take longer during lockdown. 

c. Complaint Dog Attack: The PC has investigated the complaint and the owner of the Dog 
was very apologetic. Clerk to report back to the complainant and advise that the PC will 
not be taking any further action. 

d. Overturned Lorry and Trailer A356: Previously discussed. Chair recommended that the 
PC feedback to SCC concerns via Cllr Keating, in particular stressing that concerns have 
previously been voiced. 

e. Community Website: Clerk stressed again that any potential redevelopment of the 
Website should not be taken in isolation and that an audit of existing communication 
channels and how individuals currently receive or would like to receive information 
should be undertaken. This should have an “all age and demographic focus” as currently 
there were significant major gaps. The Clerk advised legislatively the PC does have to 
have its own website presence. C/F to after lockdown. 

f. Request from Village Playgroup for IPad: In liaison with the Chair, the Clerk replied to 
the request explaining that the grants for 2019/20 have been allocated, however the 
Group would be able to apply next year. The Clerk also forwarded details of other 
organisations for the pre-school to make applications to if it is facing hardship. 
Cllr Patrick mentioned the scheme to give iPads to vulnerable children, however 
Members didn’t believe the existing request would fit the criteria.  

g. West & Middle Chinnock Charities Nominations: Existing Trustees, Keith Dodge and 
Don Nye were re-nominated. All in favour. Clerk to advise Phil Nichols. 

h. BT Phone Box Update: A design of the interior was presented by Cllr Patrick, who 
confirmed that the proposal should be delayed until after lockdown. 

i. Hedge Laying on the Allotments: Cllr Patrick requested that the hedges be allowed to 
grow up and out over a 2-year period. The Chair requested that this plan be put on hold 
until a number of other action relating to the Allotments are finalised. C/F until after the 
lockdown.  

j. Tree Planting and Tree Tagging on Higher Farm: C/F until after the lockdown. 
k. Terms of Reference Tree Advisory Group: The proposal was to accept the terms of 

reference which Cllr Patrick had presented. All voted to accept the proposal. All in 
favour, with the caveat that this group is an advisory group and does not have decision 
or delegated powers. 

l. Management of Parish Hedges and Verges: The Chair felt the discussion was wider than 
the paper proposed and that there are a number of issues still to be agreed. These 
included Health & Safety legislation, ownership of hedges and verges by SCC, ownership 
of hedges by private landowners, goodwill of farmers, finance implications and having 
the correct equipment to cut the verges and hedges sensitively. It was confirmed that 
Broadstone farm had already cut its hedges and verges for health and safety and 
visibility splays. Cllr Coleman confirmed that silaging would be more than likely be taking 
place from 7th May 2020 and confirmed the route from Lopen and Prings at Merriot. 
There will be a one-way system put in place. A member of the public requested to speak, 
Jonathan Naughton. This was agreed by the Chair. JN asked if it was appropriate to have 
this traffic going through the village during VE day. Cllr Coleman wasn’t sure which fields 



 

 

would be affected and explained the financial imperative The Chair confirmed that the 
PC would have to put the needs of the rural farmers as priority. The one-way system 
would not impact through the centre of the village. (A one-way system is in place due to 
parked cars blocking the road in the centre of West Chinnock). JN explained that he had 
a farm investment business; came from a farming background and had experience in 
vehicle movements and P&L so did understand the financial implications, however also 
explained that contractors and tractor movements on a national basis are a problem, 
and on special occasions it is important to try and manage the situation. Cllr Patrick 
queried why the Parish Ranger wasn’t considered for verges. The Chair explained that 
previously they did not have the equipment for the verges and hedges, but were a good 
resource for general works. Cllr Patrick re-iterated this is an SCC issue and believed that 
the PC would be able to have another cut and it was SCC’s responsibility. Cllr Patrick 
explained that it is his opinion that SCC should action a second cut. The Chair explained 
that many services including drain gully cleaning, pot holes etc had been reduced and 
there was more expectation that PC’s would raise the precept to pay for this. In 
Haselbury Plucknett, John French cuts the verges and hedges and the Parish Ranger 
carries out “local” maintenance. Action: It was agreed the Clerk would contact Cllr 
Mark Keating and request the second cut, or first cut in some areas expressing that 
this was SCCs statutory responsibility. It was agreed again as previously discussed at 
the March PC meeting to undertake an audit of areas in the parish which the PC should 
take responsibility for. Jonathan Naughton volunteered to audit and map this 
information out with Cllr Patrick, liaising with the Chair. The Chair reiterated his 
concern that the PC had lost the trust of the farmers, who had previously provided 
support. JN suggested the local farmers be involved as part of the audit. Cllr Patrick 
suggested the PC’s role was clear, the provision of “Safe passage”. 

m. SSDC Planning Function Consultations: Clerk to circulate the consultation to all 
Members. Neil to lead the response with Cllr Griffiths.  Cllr Patrick suggested the PC 
didn’t respond however the Clerk and Chair were concerned that there were a number 
of people who are unable to access plans, and there should be an alternative solution 
for access, in particular giving consideration to disability legislation. 

n. Footpaths Maps: The Chair now has small fold out versions and A3 versions of the 
village footpath maps available for public distribution. JN requested copies. Maps to be 
put in the bus shelter and on the Website. The Clerk reported two broken stiles on the 
footpath between Bridge farm and Lower Street. The Chair to report once Clerk has 
exact location. Clerk also confirmed a request for the public to keep to footpaths when 
walking on private land and for dogs to be kept under control. The problem has 
escalated since lockdown with the increase in walkers. 

 
19/690                    Matters for the 3rd June 2020 Meeting 
 
                         

Next Meeting Wednesday 3rd June 2020 
 

7.30pm Village Hall or Remote Meeting – to be advised 
 

Meeting closed 9.21pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  


