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WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
Annual Meeting of West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council 

Wednesday 14th May 2025  
 

Cllr Bennett - Chair      Cllr Ashton 
Cllr Cawley       Cllr Cockrem – Deputy Chair 
Cllr Griffiths        Clerk: Kim Duller     
6 Members of the General Public 
 
 

25/1307 Election of Chairman and Declaration of Office: Cllr Mark Bennett was proposed as Chair by 
Cllr Cockrem, seconded by Cllr Griffiths, all in favour. Resolved. Cllr Bennett accepted Office. 

25/1308 Election of Vice Chairman and Declaration of Office: Cllr Cockrem was proposed by Cllr 
Mark Bennett, seconded by Cllr Griffiths, all in favour. Resolved. Cllr Cockrem accepted 
office.  

25/1309 Councillors, Declaration of Office:  Cllrs Cawley, Griffiths and Ashton accepted office. 
Resolved.   

25/1310 Election of Committee Representation: 1. Cllr Bennett, PC representative on Playground 
Committee: Resolved.  2. Cllr Cockrem, Lead Member footpaths, environment and flooding. 
The Clerk confirmed there had also been interest shown from a resident in the village to 
become involved in flooding and environment. Resolved.  3. Cllr Griffiths, Lead Member, 
legal advice and planning.  Resolved. 4. Cllr Ashton, Lead Member, LCNs and devolution. 
Resolved.  5. The Clerk agreed to take the role of lead officer for the Allotments until new 
Parish Council Members are appointed.   

25/1311 Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer (RFO): Kim Duller, Clerk, proposed by Cllr 
Bennett. All in favour. Resolved. 

25/1312 Appointment of Internal Auditor: Neil Cochran kindly agreed to continue with the role of 
Internal Auditor. Resolved.   

24/1313 ROI and Elected Office Forms for Councillors including:  1. Review of Registration Form 
and 2. Acceptance of Office: To be returned to Clerk within 28 days of the meeting. These 
will be published on the Somerset Council website. The Clerk explained that she would send 
Cllrs Ashton, Griffiths and Cockrem new Registration forms if she was unable to locate their 
existing ones. Clerk to drop paper work to Cllrs Cawley and Bennett. 

25/1314 Chairman’s Address: From the perspective of the Parish Council, we are here to serve and 
support our residents across a variety of areas. Much of the work we do happens behind the 
scenes, often unnoticed by the wider community. We do not seek recognition—we focus on 
getting things done wherever we can to help make a difference. One ongoing challenge we 
face is encouraging residents to become Parish Councillors. There is a perception that the 
role requires a significant time commitment, which may deter potential candidates. In 
reality, the commitment is quite manageable, involving just ten meetings per year. We also 
warmly welcome residents who wish to contribute in a more informal or practical way—any 
help is appreciated. The past two years have been marked by considerable uncertainty, 
particularly with the financial difficulties facing Somerset Council, staff redundancies, and 
the departure of key personnel. This has resulted in critical staff shortages, including the 
absence of a Tree Officer for 18 months, a lack of Planning and Enforcement Officers, no 
dedicated Dog Warden, and constant delays in addressing day-to-day concerns. Despite 
these challenges, the Parish Council has remained proactive. Our Ward Member, Councillor 
Hewitson attends all of our Parish Council meetings and has been a great advocate for our 
villages, offering practical support whenever he can.  
Overall, I believe the Parish Council has navigated these turbulent times with resilience and 
dedication. We are fortunate to have a highly capable and committed team of Councillors, 
each bringing their own unique skills and perspectives, and our Clerk plays a vital role in 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

ensuring we remain compliant with our statutory responsibilities. Looking ahead, there are 
still uncertain times. It remains unclear what the future of local governance—particularly the 
concept of devolution, will look like within Somerset. Nevertheless, the Parish Council 
remains steadfast in its commitment to represent the best interests of our entire community. 
We will continue to work diligently, adapt as needed, and advocate for the needs of our 
residents.  

25/1315 Public Forum: No comments or questions. 
25/1316 Somerset Council, Councillors Report: Item bought forward on the Agenda, due to Cllr 

Hewitson’s commitments at other local Parish Council meetings. Current priority is to 
lobby against the closure of Yeovil maternity unit to remain open. (Taunton maternity unit 
currently classed as inadequate). Mike encouraged all present to sign petitions to prevent 
the closure. The bigger picture is preventing the closure of more services at YDH, as the NHS 
preference is to move services away from District Hospitals and put services into main hubs, 
such as Musgrove, with specialist centres in the “Hub” hospitals. Query relating to the latest 
ward councillors newsletter where there was a valuation of VFM between Devon and 
Somerset, with the figure for Somerset seemingly being greater VFM. The Clerk asked how 
VFM was calculated when it was openly admitted that the quality of pot hole filling was very 
poor. Action: i) Cllr Hewitson and the Clerk to meet regarding over Smiths Hill planning 
application and support with enforcement and also Fortunes Well, support regarding next 
steps. It was noted the concerns regarding enforcement at Smiths Hill had been on the PC 
Agenda for over a year with no support, despite a number of requests made by the PC. ii) 
Clerk to advise residents to keep reporting potholes. The more that are reported, the 
more likely the roads will be maintained. 

 25/1317        Apologies for Absence: None 
 25/1318 Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Ashton, Hinton St George, Parish Council, Merriott Parish 

Council and Somerset Council. Member, National Farmers Union and National Association 
for Shooting and Conservation. ii) Cllr Bennett, Playground Committee.   

25/1319 To Approve and Sign as Correct the Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting, 9th April 
2025 Resolved.  All in Favour.  

25/1320 Matters Arising Not on Agenda: None 
25/1321 Core Policies Review: Updated policies previously circulated. All in favour of adoption of 

updated policies. Resolved.  Updated details to be published on the Community website. 
(PC section). 

25/1322 Supplementary Policies Review: Updated supplementary policies previously circulated. All 
in favour of adoption of updated policies. Resolved.  Updated details to be published on 
the Community website. (PC section). 

25/1323 Review of Annual Attendance: Attendance Record to be published on Community Website. 
(PC section). 

25/1324 Asset Register: Previously circulated with recommendations:  A discussion was held. All in 
favour. Resolved. To be published on Community Website. (PC section). 

25/1325 Risk Assessment: Previously circulated. Discussion took place and each item reviewed. All 
in favour. Resolved.  To be published on Community Website. (PC section). 

25/1326 Planning:   
a. Applications:  
i) Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: The Chair confirmed that 

in order to address the concerns raised by residents and the Parish Council, CPRE 
(Council for the Preservation of Rural England) had visited the site and agreed to write a 
report regarding conservation and heritage issues which had not been addressed. A 
private Highways consultant had also been appointed. The Chair reiterated that the PC, 
in principle does not have objections to planning on the site, however as it currently 
stands, the sensitivity of the site in relation to heritage and conservation had not been 
addressed in the applications. The PC also stressed the lack of continuity regarding 
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planning officers leading the project during transformation at SC and other professional 
input. The PC has requested joint visits on the site, however none had taken place as the 
PC were advised planning officers are not allowed to visit the site, nor highways. The PC 
had no other choice than to submit a further objection. Action: The Clerk to discuss 
with Cllr Hewitson outside of the meeting. 

b. Determinations: None  
c. Planning Enforcement:  

i) Smith’s Hill Development: The PC has been liaising with the Tree Officer and 
Enforcement Officer regarding the illegal felling of trees and an exposed broken 
drain on the site. The PC has requested legal action be taken against the owner 
regarding the illegal felling of the trees. In the meantime, the Tree Officer has agreed 
a new planting scheme with the developer in an attempt to go part way to rectifying 
the damage which has been done by the removal of the trees on the site. Concerns 
regarding the exposed pipe have not been addressed and all works on the site have 
stopped. Action: Clerk to continue working with the Enforcement and Tree officers. 
Also to brief Cllr Hewitson. 

25/1327           Finance: 
a. To formally note receipt of the Parish Precept: Noted. The Clerk explained that 

payment had been received on the 15th April 2025 rather than the 1st April 2025. 
b. To agree Qtr4, financial year-end 24/25 accounts: The internal auditor, Neil Cochran 

approved the accounts. The Qtr. 4 accounts had previously been circulated to Parish 
Councillors for approval. Resolved. All in favour. 

c. To receive the report from the internal auditor. The Internal auditor confirmed he was 
satisfied with the presentation of the accounts. 

d. Limited assurance review, external audit and overview: The Clerk explained that the 
Parish Council will be subject to a limited assurance review, as carried out in 2023/24. 

e. Approval of the Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Form 3, 24/25): The Clerk read 
the Annual Governance Statement to the Parish Council. Resolved and signed. All in 
favour. 

f. Approval of the Annual Accounting Statement (AGAR Form 3, 24/25): Resolved and 
signed. All in favour. 

g. To formally approve the 25/26 Parish Council budget – Final: Resolved, with no 
changes.  The Clerk advised that although the PC had taken a prudent approach to 
budgeting over the last 2 years due to the bankruptcy concerns at Somerset Council and 
devolution, the PC would need to address this going forward as the cash holding was 
nearly at the limit set by the financial regulations. 

h. Renewal of Parish Council Annual Insurance:  The Clerk recommended keeping the 
insurance with Clear Councils, who were still one of the leading experts for insurance for 
Parish Councils and still provided VFM. Cost £619.34, plus Insurance Tax £74.32 and the 
administration fee of £50.00. All in Favour. Resolved. 

i. To Pay Any Routine or Previously Agreed Invoices: 
j. SLL. March Invoice 35699: It was felt there were discrepancies between the dates on the 

April 2025 invoice. Action: Clerk to query with SLL.  
k. HMRC Query - Underpayment of PAYE: The Clerk explained a similar situation had 

arisen with HMRC as had previously happened in 23/24, claiming that the PC had 
underpaid Tax. The new payroll company is investigating this as PAYE has been paid on a 
monthly basis. 

l. To Pay Clerk Expenses Qtr 4: £157.37. Resolved.  All in Favour. 
m. Delegated Powers Payments and Previously Agreed Invoices:  

i) Clerks Salary April 2025:  £774.72 (Including Qtr 4 holiday pay and additional time 
on planning matters and the AGAR).  Resolved. All in Favour. 

ii) HMRC PAYE April 2025: £187.00: Resolved. All in Favour. 
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25/1328 Allotments:  
a. Inspection: No date for inspection set yet due to May being the busiest month of the 

year for the Clerk and with there still being Parish Councillor vacancies. The Clerk 
explained she would base the inspection on the last details which she had been given 
and are on file, but stressed these were a baseline and she would be inspecting the plots 
based at face value on the day of the inspection.  Action: Clerk to announce date for  
Inspections at the June 25 PC meeting.  

b. Plot Vacancies: Both vacant plots have been let. An existing plot holder has up sized to a 
½ plot and is therefore likely to drop the existing ¼ plot later in the year. 

25/1329  Matters arising from 9th April 2025 meeting:  
a. Identification of Broken & Blocked drains: Mr Dodge explained he had nearly 

completed the survey and will give the details to the Clerk to enable her to report them. 
Action: i) SA advised that the PC should ask for the drain maps to be verified with 
Somerset Council as concerns had been raised in other areas that drains were being 
archived on the main database and had somehow “dropped” off of the Council wide 
database. ii) Clerk to report blocked drains on a one by one basis once she has the 
report from Mr Dodge.  

b. Dog Fouling Update: Despite having reached out to Somerset Council for support, there 
has been no contact made. Action: Clerk to ask Cllr Hewitson to find out if there is a 
dog fouling team in place – or a department in the Council who is available to provide 
support. 

c. Reporting of Maintenance Incidents: The Clerk reported that she had discussed with 
Somerset Council whether there was an increase in the number of submissions for 
either reporting pot holes or poor workmanship. There had been no increase. Action: 
Clerk to remind residents that action will be taken, as long as reports are made. 

d. Bins: Recreation Ground: No update. Bins are being emptied. Maintain status quo. NC 
confirmed he has been keeping a record of bin emptying and currently the bins are 
never more than half full. 

25/1330           Reports & Correspondence: 
a. Somerset Council Devolution Update: No Update, SA confirmed the Annual meeting was 

due to take place the following week. 
b. VE Celebrations: The Chair thanked and congratulated Angie James and the team of 

volunteers who help to make it a wonderful event. 
c. Local Community Networks: Currently being audited. The local highways meeting took 

place. SA confirmed that he is now going to be LANTRA trained so that he can undertake 
various tasks on highways. (LANTRA is a national awarding body for qualifications in a range of 

land-based industries, including agriculture, forestry, and construction). 
d. Play Equipment Inspection Sovereign: An annual check is due. The Clerk is liaising with 

Sovereign and Councillor Bennett in order to set up the inspection. Cllr Cawley has been 
doing visual checks each week and reported there have been no issues. 

e. Clerk Report by Exception 9th April – 9th May 2025: i) Action: The Chair to organise a 
safety inspection of the metal fencing on the bridge to the recreation ground which was 
recently damaged to ensure that it is safe. ii) Reported Parking on the Knapp: It was 
discussed there is a right of access for Tree Cottage, however parking is not permitted. 
Action: Clerk to monitor as it was suggested it was workmen and report back to the next 
meeting. 

f. Footpaths: Cllr Cockrem confirmed there was nothing to report.  
g. Parish Councillor Recruitment: The Clerk mentioned the potential of merging of PCs if the 

nationwide issue with recruitment continued. A discussion was held on upcoming reviews 
on boundaries and local governance; however no major changes are in the pipeline. All 
Members agreed to consider how to attract new Councillors. 
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h. Drains, Potholes and Hedges: The Chair confirmed there was nothing else to report, other 
than what had already been discussed. 

i. Membership of CPRE: The Clerk advised that the support given by CPRE was very positive 
and membership represented excellent VFM to be able to access advice. Membership £5.00 
per month. Cllr Steve Ashton also recommended membership. Proposed Cllr Ashton, 
seconded, Cllr Bennett. Resolved. All in Favour. 

j. Cllr Cawley advised he would not be attending the next PC meeting. 
24/1331           Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday 11th June 2024 Agenda.  

a. Agenda items, including Members Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before Friday 
6th June 2025.  

 
Meeting closed 9.05pm 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 11th June 2025 
 

7.30pm, Village Hall, West Chinnock 
 


