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WEST & MIDDLE CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
Annual Meeting of West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council 

Wednesday 13th May 2026  
 

Cllr Bennett - Chair     Cllr Cawley  
Cllr Cockrem – Deputy Chair    Cllr Griffiths   

 Clerk: Kim Duller     
8 Members of the General Public 
 

26/1438       Election of Chairman and Declaration of Office: Cllr Mark Bennett was proposed as Chair by 
Cllr Cockrem, seconded by Cllr Griffiths, all in favour. Resolved. Cllr Bennett accepted Office. 

26/1439 Election of Vice Chairman and Declaration of Office: Cllr Cockrem was proposed by Cllr 
Mark Bennett, seconded by Cllr Cawley, all in favour. Resolved. Cllr Cockrem accepted 
Office.  

26/1440 Councillors, Declaration of Office:  Cllrs Cawley and Griffiths accepted office. Resolved.   
26/1441 Election of Committee Representation: 1. Cllr Bennett, PC representative on Playground 

Committee: Resolved.  2. Cllr Cockrem, Lead Member for footpaths, environment and 
flooding. Resolved. A discussion was held on the impact of the shortage of Cllrs and the 
ability to maintain the principle of the Lead Member structure. 

26/1442 Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer (RFO): Kim Duller, Clerk, proposed by Cllr 
Bennett. All in favour. Resolved. 

26/1443 Appointment of Internal Auditor: Neil Cochran kindly agreed to continue with the role of 
Internal Auditor. Resolved.   

26/1444 ROI and Elected Office Forms for Councillors including:  1. Review of Registration Form 
and 2. Acceptance of Office: To be returned to the Clerk. These will be published on the 
Somerset Council website.  

26/1445 Chairman’s Address. Summary of the Parish Council work, priorities, and challenges 
2025/26. 

• The Parish Council’s primary role is listening to the community, supporting existing clubs 
and activities, and encouraging future projects. 

• Highlighted increasing uncertainty around services previously provided by Somerset 
Council, with financial and operational burdens shifting to the Parish Council.  

• Potholes are a major ongoing issue, encouraging residents to report them directly online 
to Somerset Council, as the volume of reports increases the likelihood of repairs.  

• Praised the active footpaths liaison work, various gates repaired, markers replaced, and 
footpaths maintained, including a new disabled-accessible gate on Lower Street. 

• Flagged dog fouling as a persistent problem. 

• Noted that the Parish Council funds all of the year-round grass cutting at the recreation 
ground, without any contribution from the current main users.  

• Announced £1,000 allocated for community grants in 2026–27, with a potential 
additional £2,000 for wider community-based projects and initiatives. 

• Mentioned the Fortunes Well planning application as a significant ongoing burden, 
currently stalled in the planning system. 

• Noted planning enforcement as a major frustration, with slow processes and 
determined non-compliance by some parties.  

• Proposed that one representative from each village organisation join the Parish Council 
in a non-onerous capacity to improve communication and spread workload. 

• Warned that if more volunteers do not come forward, the Council may need to review 
and scale back support it provides. 
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26/1446 Public Forum: i) Reported Footpath close to Fortunes Well is overgrown. The Clerk 
confirmed the resident for Pine View, who used to cut the path, moved out in 2025. Cllr 
Cawley offered to cut in the interim. ii) Allotments: Youth Shelter, no change in level of 
rubbish. The Chair confirmed he hadn’t visited recently; however, he will do so again. Clerk 
asked to contact plot holders after reports of rubbish being dumped on vacant plots. Plot 
holders to contact the Clerk if similar events occur or have any other concerns. iii) 
Community Playground: Neil Cochran update: Emails had been sent to the school to query 
the lack of progress, compliance and unanswered calls. iv) Replacement Baby Swing has 
been ordered. The Clerk has chased on 3 occasions and had been told that equipment 
orders had been outstanding for approximately six weeks. The swing has been promised for 
beginning of June. Action: If swing does not arrive, Clerk to check if an alternative supplier 
can be found. v) Car Park and Security Measures: Concerns were raised regarding security 
around the car park and sports pitches. Key discussion points included: Preventing 
unauthorised vehicle access across pitches; installing barriers, chains, stones, or perimeter 
protection; minimising the risk of encampments. Examples were provided of nearby 
locations where unauthorised encampments had cost approximately £5,000 to resolve. 
Consideration was given to creating controlled-width access points suitable for tractors but 
restricting other vehicles. Action: Parish Councillors to investigate future solutions. vi) 
Village Signage: A resident raised concerns that the village lacked a proper village sign. 
Discussion included: Previous consideration of one or two village entrance signs; Difficulties 
regarding placement locations due to nearby housing; Possibility of revisiting the proposal in 
future. Action: Parish Councillors. viii) Scotts Way Update: Questions were raised regarding 
Scotts Way River Bank Works. The Clerk confirmed that no updates had been received and 
the Environment Agency and the Highways authorities remain involved. As far as the Clerk 
has been advised, funding had previously been described as ring-fenced. The Clerk 
confirmed that ongoing issues related to capacity at the Council will continue to delay 
progress, but is optimistic that the works will be carried out. ix) Bus Shelter, Street Sign 
Maintenance and Mobile Library: a) Graffiti had appeared at the bus shelter. b) Street signs 
require repainting and maintenance, particularly regarding poor upkeep in Higher Street 
compared with Lower Street. Discussion followed regarding volunteers maintaining signs in 
Lower Street and the possibility of asking additional residents to assist elsewhere. x) Bus 
Service: Discussion on whether there was low usage of the local bus service, with one 
resident reporting being the only passenger on the bus. Concern was raised that services 
may be lost if not sufficiently used. Action: Parish Council to help publicise the bus service 
and mobile library service. “Use it or lose it” campaign. xi) Roadworks & Closures: Surface 
dressing works planned on the A30, weather permitting. Road closures are expected within 
a flexible four-day window, though the works should only take one day. Further information 
will be shared on the village website and social media by the Parish Council once confirmed.  

26/1447        Apologies for Absence: None 
26/1448 Declarations of Interest: i) Cllr Bennett, Playground Committee.   
26/1449 To Approve and Sign as Correct the Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting, 8th April 

2026. Resolved.  All in Favour.  
26/1450 Matters Arising Not on Agenda: None 
26/1451 Core Policies Review: Updated policies previously circulated. All in favour of the adoption 

of updated policies. Resolved.  Updated details to be published on the Community website. 
(PC section). 

26/1452 Supplementary Policies Review: Updated policies previously circulated. All in favour of the 
adoption of updated policies. Resolved.  Updated details to be published on the 
Community website. (PC section). 

26/1453 Review of Annual Attendance: Attendance Record to be published on Community Website 
before June 2026 meeting. (PC section). 

26/1454 Asset Register: Discussed, queries answered based on recommendations by the external 
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auditors in 2026. All in favour. Resolved. To be published on the Community Website. (PC 
section).  

26/1456 Risk Assessment: Previously circulated with initial suggested recommendations from the 
Clerk based on national advice of potential risk impact in some areas, of reduction of 
Councillors: A discussion was held, and Parish Councillors decided to keep the Risk 
Assessment at the 2025/26 level.  All in favour. Resolved.  To be published on the 
Community Website. (PC section). 

26/1457 Planning:   
a. Applications:  
i) Fortunes Well 22/00724/FUL, Higher Street, West Chinnock: Not yet progressed to 

Committee stage and the case officer has not been available to give any updates. 
Residents were encouraged to attend once the committee dates are published. Action: 
The Clerk to discuss with Cllr Hewitson outside of the meeting. 

ii) Application: Section 73 Determination Application Number: 26/00665/S73. Orchard 
Rise, East Lane, West Chinnock. Clerk has submitted a response. No Comments for 
West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council. 

b. Determinations: None.  
c. Planning Enforcement:  

i) Smith’s Hill Development:  Discussions were raised on the frustration of the lack of 
enforcement, relating to the water run off and lack of action. Action: Clerk to 
continue working with the Enforcement and Tree officers. Also, to brief Cllr 
Hewitson. 

ii) Scotts Way: Clerk to chase Wessex Water and arrange an on-site meeting with Cllr 
Cawley. 

26/1458  W&MC Youth Cricket Club Update: Presented by Rose Goddard and Simon Hooper 
Key points included: 

• A new Chair was appointed in January due to increasing workload pressures. 

• A formal committee structure had now been established. 

• Current junior teams included: Under 8s, under 10s, Under 12s, Under 14s 

• Positive growth had been seen in junior participation. 

• The BBC had recently visited to cover the installation of new cricket nets. 

• The second net now allows simultaneous training. 

• Women’s cricket participation was also increasing. 

• The club hoped to continue developing links with the Parish Council. 

• The club emphasised benefits including teamwork, confidence, resilience, and 
community engagement. 

26/1459 Somerset Council, West Coker Ward Member, Councillor’s Report: i) Financial 
Hardship Support: Somerset Council received information regarding government 
funding support worth £22.6 million over three years. Support services will include: crisis 
payments, debt advice, budgeting support, employment guidance. Increased community 
engagement as part of this support package was also discussed. The Chair expressed an 
interest in supporting community events, which could be funded and increasing 
participation from the community. Cllr Hewitson to send details to the Clerk. 
Action: Details to be circulated to residents when they become available.  

26/1460           Finance: 
a. To formally note receipt of the Parish Precept: Noted. The Clerk explained that 

payments will be staged. Some Parish Councils had raised concerns that interest on the 
full amount would now be paid to Somerset Council and not Parish Councils. Also, that 
Parish Councils could be impacted if Somerset Council were declared bankrupt. 

b. To agree Qtr. 4, financial year-end 25/26 accounts: The internal auditor, Neil Cochran, 
approved the accounts. The Qtr. 4 accounts had previously been circulated to Parish 
Councillors for approval. Resolved. All in favour. 
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c. To receive the report from the internal auditor. The Internal auditor confirmed he was 
satisfied with the presentation of the accounts. Resolved. All in Favour. 

d. Approval of the Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Form 3, 25/26): The Clerk read 
the Annual Governance Statement to the Parish Council. Resolved and signed. All in 
favour. 

e. Approval of the Annual Accounting Statement (AGAR Form 3, 25/26): Resolved and 
signed. All in favour. 

f. Renewal of Parish Council Annual Insurance: Insurance renewal quotes were discussed. 
The Clerk advised she had approached 2 other companies for quotes, Zurich and James 
Hallam, to compare with the existing company, Clear Council. The Parish Council agreed 
that cheaper equivalent cover could be pursued, however, only if suitable. 
Current insurance arrangements expire on 1 June. The Clerk would continue with Clear 
Council if the SLAs were not as preferable. Price Quoted £748.85 26/27, versus £743.66 
25/26. Agreed to pay. Resolved. All in Favour. 

g. To Pay Any Routine or Previously Agreed Invoices: 
h. SLL April Invoice £372.68: It was felt there were discrepancies between the dates on the 

April 2026 invoice. Action: Clerk to query with SLL and arrange payment if query 
resolved. 

i. SALC Invoice £274.75: The Clerk advised she would hold the payment and was looking at 
a comparison of services between NALC (The National Organisation) and SALC, the local 
organisation, as SALC were incredibly slow to respond to any queries. 

j. Village Hall Annual Invoice £210.00 (25/26) Resolved. All in Favour 
k. Delegated Powers Payments, and Previously Agreed Invoices:  

i) Clerk’s Salary April 2026:  £958.82 Resolved. All in Favour. 
ii) HMRC PAYE April 2026: £360.61: Resolved. All in Favour. 

26/1461 Allotments:  
a. Update: Summary of Progress. The Clerk provided a detailed allotment update and reported 

significant positive progress compared with the previous year. 
Key points included: 

• Positive feedback from plot holders and improved cultivation standards. 

• Plot holders are being given one year to bring plots up to the required cultivation 
standards. (March 31st 2027). 

• National and regional allotment organisations are being consulted for examples 
of successful rural allotment management. 

• Site visits to other thriving rural allotments are being considered. 

• Plot pricing remains aligned with national guidance, although local plot sizes 
significantly differ from national averages. 

• Several plots have been surrendered in poor condition; others had been 
reallocated or were being viewed by potential tenants. 

• Neil and Tony were thanked for helping clear plots and support plot holders 
around the site. 

• Direct communication with tenants will continue through Kim as allotment 
officer, not through the Parish Council. 

• A formal self-management committee is expected to be established next year 
with standard committee roles. 

• The future planned self-management structure is intended to prevent plots 
falling into disrepair. 

• Flexibility is being shown regarding rent reductions or suspensions for tenants 
taking on uncultivated plots. 

b. Plot Vacancies: x1 half plot, x1 qtr. plot, x 1 ¾ plot. (2 in very poor condition). 
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c. Plot Maintenance and Ground Covering: Discussion took place regarding managing 
unused or overgrown plots. Councillors requested that a weed suppressant be used 
rather than contract immediate maintenance. Action: Further purchases and material 
costs will be reviewed. 

25/1462  Matters arising from 8th April 2026 meeting:  
a. Community Playground & Recreation Ground Insurance (Youth Goal Posts): Discussion 

focused on liability and insurance relating to sports and playground equipment on Parish 
owned land. This followed a conversation on the storage issues of the safe storage of 
the Youth Goal Posts. 

Discussion points: 

• Concerns were raised over public liability risks involving football goals and cricket 
equipment. 

• PC needs definitive legal guidance on equipment that is owned by clubs or third 
parties but located on Parish Council owned land. Action: The PC will continue 
exploring possible insurance arrangements and seek further clarification from 
insurers. 

• Members discussed whether sports clubs’ own insurance policies might already 
provide liability cover. Action: All users of the Recreation Ground Clubs to be 
contacted to establish insurance baselines. 

b. Parish Council Path Books: The Clerk has been unable to locate the master document 
from previous PC Councillors and will take advice on whether it can be reproduced from 
the surviving paper copy. Action: Clerk. 

c. Parish Councillor Recruitment: Discussed as part of the Annual Parish Meeting. 
25/1463           Reports & Correspondence: 

a. Waste Bins and Grounds Maintenance: Concerns were raised about irregular emptying of 
waste bins, with bins reportedly only being emptied after overflowing. Wider discussion noted 
that some Parish Councils are exploring independent waste management options. 

b. Road Closures: Updated on Social Media and Website via the Clerk. 
c. Ham Hill Heritage: Watching Brief. Discussions are currently being held with Somerset 

Council and villages in the direct vicinity of Ham Hill. 
d. LCNs: The Clerk circulates information to Councillors when received. 
e. Clerk Report: All items covered on the agenda. 
f. Dog Fouling: Reported increase. 
g. Footpaths: Cllr Cockrem confirmed she is following up on the previously reported issue of 

missing signage on the footpath next to Bridge Farm. (Poop Hill, Middle Chinnock).  
h. Play Equipment Inspection Sovereign: An annual check is due. TBC. 
i. Drains, Potholes and Hedges: No further update other than what had already been 

discussed. 
j. Recreation Ground Security: Entrance to the carpark to be kept locked until further 

notice. Action: Parish Council to review. 
24/1464           Correspondence & Matters for Wednesday 10th June 2026 Agenda.  

a. Agenda items, including Members’ Reports: To be forwarded to the Clerk before Friday, 
5th June 2026.  

Meeting closed 8.45pm 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 10th June 2026 
 

7.30 pm, Village Hall, West Chinnock 
 


